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There is some real interest building in the relaunch of the CBD. I

attended the CBD meeting at the Showplace last month, and I was

encouraged by the turnout and the positive vibes that were evident

in the room. Well done to the councillors and attendees, plus the

very inclusive format that made everyone, including myself,

comfortable to open up and collaborate with the others at our

table.

What is required now is for the council to get behind all those

excellent ideas and push this forward as quickly as possible to

keep the centre of our city alive and vibrant.

We are so very lucky in New Plymouth with our proximity to the

sea and the opportunities that brings for visitors and locals alike.

The CBD being so close to that feature makes our city unique, this

in my view needs to be the focus of any revamp that will take

place. The central business area is still a great place but is in real

need of an injection of colour and some open spaces to attract

people to it, and to stay for longer periods in the vicinity and to

enjoy the surrounds and ultimately spend their hard earned cash

in quality outlets be they retail or hospitality. We are blessed with

one of the best selection of cafes and award-winning restaurants

in the country, but they need people to make them profitable.
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I have spoken before about the difficult times retail in general is

experiencing, I don’t have a magic bullet answer except that

fantastic service and variety will always win the day.

A lot has been spoken about the need for inner city living, I

think there is also a need to keep larger format businesses in the

centre of town as they will have a lot of punters working and

eating and playing in this area. Offices and retail businesses

must be encouraged to stay in the CBD to create the vibrancy

that was spoken about at length. That’s not to say I disagree with

apartment living and what that brings to and area, but large

businesses will also bring a lot of paying customers to the table.

There are a raft of issues that need to be addressed, parking,

transport, keeping the CBD in a very concentrated area, ensuring

that our suburbs remain strong and of course allowing for the

push north in a business sense and a residential growth curve

that shows no sign of abating.

I note the update of the Huatoki Plaza has already been

discussed, a great start to the process and we will all look

forward to the fresh start.

Till next month, take care and be kind to one another. 
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